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Stefano Gava appointed as new Chief Executive Officer of UFI Filters Group 

 

Nogarole Rocca, 18 January 2024 – UFI Filters has named Stefano Gava as its new group Chief Executive 

Officer (CEO), succeeding Rinaldo Facchini. The Board of Directors of UFI Filters, a leading international 

group in the field of filtration, thermal management and technologies for the development of hydrogen 

mobility, met on 16 January to approve the appointment. 

Gava, born in Vittorio Veneto 43 years ago, was previously COO (Chief Operating Officer) EMEA of UFI 

Filters. The Italian national graduated in Economics and Finance at the University of Udine. In 2015, he joined 

UFI Filters as Group Chief Financial Officer, based in the Shanghai office in China, where he was able to 

count on many years of experience working in finance for companies in the architecture, engineering and 

construction sectors in China and South-East Asia. 

Gava has occupied a number of top positions within the UFI Group, and in 2020 he was promoted to Chief 

Operating Officer Americas, based in Detroit, before moving to the group’s Italian headquarters to assume 

the role of COO EMEA in 2022. Last year in June, Gava was recognised as a 2023 Rising Star by the industry 

publication Automotive News Europe. 

Stefano Gava succeeds Rinaldo Facchini, who has been CEO of UFI Filters Group for the past 10 years, 

having held increasingly important managerial roles within the group's Administration and Finance units since 

1986. 

Giorgio Girondi, Chairman of the UFI Filters Group, says: “UFI Filters is well recognised for actively 

promoting the most talented among us, thanks to mentoring and “cross-fertilisation” programmes that aim to 

enhance the group's experience in different regions and contexts, while developing strong leaders. The 

appointment of Stefano Gava makes us proud because he represents the best example of our people-centred 

corporate culture. I would also like to thank Rinaldo Facchini for having contributed to the company's growth 

in relation to the future of mobility. It is now Stefano's turn to continue along this path, which I am sure he will 

be able to follow successfully”. 

Stefano Gava, the new CEO of the UFI Filters Group, comments: “I would like to thank Chairman Girondi 

and the Board of Directors for their trust. I am honoured to receive this appointment and to take up the baton 

in leading the company through the challenges that the ongoing technological transition is setting us. 

Regarding this transformation, I consider it fundamental to continue investing in the technological innovations 

that will support the future of the company, and at the same time, integrate the new sustainability models 

promoted by our customers”. 
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UFI Filters: 

Founded in 1971, UFI Filters is a global leader in filtration technology and thermal management solutions, as well as hydrogen 

filtration. It serves a wide range of sectors – from automotive, aerospace and marine, to specialised industrial and customised 

hydraulic applications. Renowned for its innovation, UFI’s products and know-how are found in all kinds of vehicles – from Ferrari 

and other top F1 teams, to the European ExoMars spacecraft. 

UFI supplies the full range of air, oil, fuel, cabin, hydraulic and coolant filters as well as thermal management systems (including heat 

exchanger for combustion, electric and hybrid vehicles) to the automotive sector, meeting the needs of nearly all car brands and 

motorcycles as well as commercial, heavy duty (on-road and off-road) and agricultural vehicles. In the OE market, UFI is a leading 

filtration provider. Each family of filters within the company’s two Aftermarket brands, UFI and SOFIMA, covers 98% of the European 

car parc. 

One of the first Italian companies to identify growth opportunities in the Far East, today UFI has 21 industrial sites and employs over 

4,000 people in 21 countries. It employs over 250 specialised technicians in its 3 Innovation and Research Centres and holds more 

than 280 patents. As a research-driven company, it reinvests over 5% of its revenues in R&D. 

 

 

More information:  UFI Aftermarket Customer Relations: marketing@it.ufifilters.com  

UFI Aftermarket Media Relations: bmb-consult 

Dagmar Klein / Martin Pohl – Tel.: + 49 89 89 50159-0 

Email: d.klein@bmb-consult.com / m.pohl@bmb-consult.com 

 

Image attached:  Stefano Gava, new CEO UFI Filters Group 
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